
Codebook Update Winter 2015

Project Background

This codebook is meant to outline the data collection process needed for exploring questions re-
lated to violent and nonviolent civil conflict and how it is influenced by external support. Past
research on external support during civil conflict has neglected the presence of nonviolent groups.
Additionally, there still remains very little information about the types of external support pro-
vided to both violent and nonviolent groups as well as on the identity of external supporters. In
this code book, I first define the unit of analysis as group-country-incident. I will then briefly
describe variables necessary for identifying groups and group-level behavior. Then I will outline
the identity of the external actors. Finally I will describe positive and negative support for civil
resistance groups and the target government. I build from working definitions in existing data as
well as from unique definitions for those variables that have yet to be systematically collected by
past data collection efforts.

Identifying Groups

In order to be consistent with existing data on violent and nonviolent civil conflict, I build a
working definition of group identity that mirrors those definitions used to construct the Upp-
sala Conflict Database Project Actor Dataset1, the Nonviolent and Violent Conflict Outcomes
Dataset2 and the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data (ACLED)3. There are two issues with
constructing group definitions from these existing datasets. First, the UCDP and ACLED datasets
only identify groups engaged in violent behavior. Second, the NAVCO dataset is aggregated to
the campaign level. However, together they provide a useful definition for the observation of
nonviolent campaigns that can be extended to group level behavior.

Before discussing how we might identify groups an important note should be made about
differentiating between violent events and nonviolent events. Violent events often occur as the
result of groups with very low participation. Yet, these events can still be very devastating in
terms of consequences. Thus, its useful to think of violent groups in terms of the fatalities their
behavior causes. Nonviolent groups, on the other hand are only influential based on the extent to
which they can successfully mobilize mass support. Thus, we will want to account for significant
nonviolent events based on the number of participants involved in the event.

In order to coded as a group in this dataset, the group must be organized and engaging in
purposive mass tactics, as specified in NAVCO 2.0. Additionally the group must be targeting the
government for the purpose of making some kind of political change ranging from major changes in
policy, demands for political participation, demands fro democratization, regime change, national
independence, or secession. While this captures a broad range of behavior, it is important to note
that groups must be able to be identified on the basis of demanding one or all of the listed political

1UCDP Actor Dataset 2.2-2014, Uppsala Conflict Data Program, www.ucdp.uu.se, Uppsala University
2Chenoweth, Erica and Orion Lewis. 2011. “Unpacking Nonviolent Campaigns: Introducing the NAVCO 2.0

Dataset” Journal of Peace Research.
3Raleigh, Clionadh, Andrew Linke, Hvard Hegre and Joakim Karlsen. 2010. Introducing ACLED-Armed

Conflict Location and Event Data. Journal of Peace Research 47(5) 1-10.
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changes thus excluding group on group behavior or incidents that can’t be linked to targeting the
government. [I’m still not sure about this and am worried it is too broad of a definition.]

Incidents by Group Strategy Choice

1.Violent Incidents - any incident in which an organized group engages in armed force against
the government of a state for the purpose of demanding changes to policy, leadership, regime,
or secession. The incident must not result in a minimum threshold of fatalities to be included.
However, fatality measures will be taken to explore the severity of violent behavior for a particular
group over time. ACLED already has a coding of these incidents for the continent of Africa from
1997-2014. While UCDP limits their violent actor list to those conflicts where at least 25 battle
deaths occurred in a given year, the ACLED dataset provides a useful supplement to capture those
groups engaged in very low intensity violence. For now I will use these two datasets to capture
violent groups. However, future iterations will require incident level data for UCDP’s dataset as
well as expanded temporal and regional scope of the ACLED dataset.

2. Nonviolent Incidents - any incident in which an organized group engages in nonviolent civil
resistance using purposive mass tactics, such as protests, rallies, sit-ins, and other displays of
resistance against the government of a state for the purpose of demanding changes to policy,
leadership, regime, or secession. For the purposes of the pilot study, I will not establish a minimum
participation threshold for including an event in the dataset. However, there are two ways to
potentially proceed with eliminating false positives by way of a participation threshold. 1) Only
include those events whose groups included a participation threshold of 1,000 participants over
the course of a year (like the NAVCO threshold). 2) The group participation numbers for a given
event must include

√
1% of the population where the even occurred.

Group Type

In addition to defining groups based on their choice of strategy, it is also useful to identify groups
based on their type since, theoretically, different types of groups are going to be more or less likely
to engage in different types of behavior and attract different types of support. Important groups
types might include, but are not limited to:

1. Ethnic Groups - any group whose central goals are related to their ethnic group and who
organize and recruit participants on the basis of shared ethnicity. While these groups can have
goals that might benefit those outside of their ethnic group, they must be organized based on
prioritizing the advancement of their ethnic group in the existing political system where civil
resistance is occurring.

2. Religious Groups - like ethnic groups, this is any group whose central goals are related to their
religious group and who organize and recruit participants on the basis of shared religion.

3. Environmental Groups - any group whose central reason for engaging in civil resistance is
related to environmental justice or environmental issues. While these groups may have additional
goals, the mission of their organization must be related to advancing environmental issues or envi-
ronmental rights. An example is the Ogoni movement in Nigeria. While they are mostly all from
the same ethnic group, the Ogoni movement is an environmental movement whose primary target
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is the government but whose purpose for engaging in civil resistance is due to the environmental
damages caused by oil drilling in their community.

4. Student Groups - any group whose central organization is created and run by students and
whose primary base of domestic support, at least initially, is other students. An example of
this is the Otpor movement in Serbia that was responsible for ousting Slobodan Milosevic. While
the group eventually combined forces with political parties and other domestic organizations, their
initial founding was based in the universities in the major cities in Serbia and their base of support
for the first few years was primarily college students.

5. Labor Groups - any group whose central organization is created and run by a labor-based orga-
nization. Their primary focus is workers and labor rights, regardless of other political affiliations.
An example of this is the strikes for democracy led by the Central African Republic Unions from
1990-1993. While the goal was democratization, the organizing body and primary recruitment
pool was the worker unions.

Other data include women’s organizations and human rights organizations. I am not sure if I
should include these as separate categories for Group Type or if they are too rare to justify their
own categorization. Also, many of these categories are currently more useful for the nonviolent
incidents. ACLED and UCDP codes groups based on the nature of their political goals and/or
the type of violent behavior they engage in. I plan on retaining as much information as possible
on the violent groups from these datasets, but any of the group on group events would not fall
under civil conflict/resistance since the target is not a government.

External Support Variables

The crux of my dissertation focusses on the ways in which external support influences civil resis-
tance dynamics. Where the support comes from and the type of support being provided will have
important consequences for the likelihood of observing shifts in civil resistance groups’ strategic
behavior (i.e. the level of violence they choose to employ) as well as their likelihood of being
successful. While the pilot study and first iteration of my dataset will be limited as to what kinds
of data can be collected regarding external support, the following variables are what I would like
to collect to best support my dissertation project.

External Actors

1. Foreign States – any state that is not the target state and is recognized as an international
system member by the Correlates of War Project state actor coding. This state must be a recog-
nized system member in the United Nations and have an independent government.

2. Intergovernmental Organizations (IGO) – an organization composed primarily of sovereign
states, or of other intergovernmental organizations. IGOs are established by treaty or other agree-
ment that acts as a charter creating the group. Examples include the United Nations, NATO, the
World Bank, or the European Union.
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3. Nongovernmental Organizations (NGO) – is any non-profit, voluntary citizens’ group which
is organized on a local, national or international level. Examples include Amnesty International,
OXFAM, and Doctors Without Borders.

4. Diaspora Groups – any group belonging to the target state but living outside of the target
state’s borders. A subset of Diaspora Groups are Kin Groups that meet the above description,
but more specifically are the ethnic kin of some part of the target state’s population.

Defining External Support

External support is any support provided by an external actor (eg intergovernmental organization,
foreign state, etc) to either the government or resistance group. The external support is strategic
in nature. Thus, while external support often serves the purpose of aiding either the government or
the resistance group in achieving their stated objectives, this need not always be the case. As such,
I include both positive and negative external support as well as other potential variables necessary
for capturing the selection into providing support during both violent and nonviolent civil conflict.

Positive External Support is any support provided as a positive inducement to either the target
state or the resistance group(s). This support is meant to be proactive and used to help the
recipient succeed in defeating the other side. Negative External Support should not be considered
simply aiding the opposition of the intended Positive External Support recipient. Negative Ex-
ternal Support is any negative inducement or punitive measure taken to coerce either the target
state or the resistance group(s) to change their behavior. Each of these variables can be coded
dichotomously, and for the sake of simplicity, this will likely be my strategy in the pilot study.
However, it is important to note that levels of support for some of these variables will also be
useful to capture.

Positive External Support for Target State

Target Diplomatic Support
1. Verbal – Occurs when an external actor speaks out in support of the government targeted
in the resistance movement. This can include verbal offers of other forms of external support
regardless of whether or not those other forms are provided.
2. Mediation – Occurs when an external actor acts as a mediator between the target govern-
ment and the resistance group(s) in negotiations (eg cease-fire, separation, political participa-
tion, etc), but is specifically biased towards the goals of the target government.
3. Representation – Occurs when the external actor serves as a representative to the target
government in international institutions to push for international support of the target gov-
ernments objectives.

Target Economic Support
1. Infrastructural-based – Economic support utilized for non-military purposes. Specifically,
this support can be used for:
a. facilities rental, lease, or purchase of headquarters needed in the resistance

4



b. communication (internet access, phone lines, or mail)
c. supplies (food, pamphlets, office equipment, etc)
2. Military-based – Economic support utilized for military purposes such as armaments, uni-
forms, or bunkers.

Target Military Support4

1. Troops as secondary warring party for target government
2. Access to Territory
3. Access to military or intelligence infrastructure
4. Weapons
5. Training and expertise

Positive External Support for Resistance Group

Resistance Group Diplomatic Support
1. Verbal – Occurs when an external actor speaks out in support of the resistance group(s)
engaging in civil resistance against a target government. This can include verbal offers of other
forms of external support regardless of whether or not those other forms are provided.
2. Mediation – Occurs when an external actor acts as a mediator between the target govern-
ment and the resistance group(s) in negotiations (eg cease-fire, separation, political participa-
tion, etc), but is specifically biased towards the goals of the resistance group(s).
3. Representation – Occurs when the external actor serves as a representative to the target
government in international institutions to push for international support of the resistance
group(s) objectives.

Resistance Group Economic Support
1. Infrastructural-based – Economic support utilized for non-military purposes. Specifically,
this support can be used for:
a. facilities rental, lease, or purchase of headquarters needed in the resistance
b. communication (internet access, phone lines, or mail)
c. supplies (food, pamphlets, office equipment, etc)
2. Military-based – Economic support utilized for military purposes such as armaments, uni-
forms, or bunkers.

Resistance Group Military Support
1. Troops as secondary warring party for resistance group(s)
2. Access to Territory
3. Access to military or intelligence infrastructure
4. Weapons
5. Training and expertise

4Coding rules follow from Hgbladh, Stina, Therse Pettersson and Lotta Themnr, 2011. “External Support
in Armed Conflict 1975-2009. Presenting new data” Paper presented at the 52nd Annual International Studies
Association Convention, Montreal, Canada, 16-19 March, 2011.
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Neutral External Support

1. Neutral Diplomatic Support - is any diplomatic support where the outside actor is attempting
to mediate negotiations between the target government and civil resistance group(s) to help each
side obtain some of its concessions. An example of this has been some (although not all) of the
UN mediations between Israel and Palestine where the goal was to end the conflict peacefully in
such a way as to appease both parties to the conflict.

2. Neutral Peace Keeping Missions - are one subset of militarized support, but are not always
meant to aid one particular side of the conflict. Thus, it is important to distinguish those peace-
keeping missions where the goal is to bring about a peaceful end to the conflict regardless of the
victor, from those where the mission or militarized external actors have a specific side they would
like to see victorious.5

Negative External Support for Target State

Economic Sanctions
1. Unilateral Targeted Sanctions – sanctions imposed by a single external actor (usually a
foreign state) that target the elites in the regime of the government engaged in the resistance
movement. Examples include freezing elite group assets, restricting imports of luxury items,
or restricting import of military supplies.
2. Unilateral Comprehensive Sanctions – sanctions imposed by a single external actor (usually
a foreign state) that restrict broad categories of trade meant to impact the target countrys
economic stability. Examples include restricting trade of oil, textiles, or agricultural goods.
3. Multilateral Targeted Sanctions – sanctions imposted by many states or international or-
ganizations that target the elites in the regime of the government engaged in the resistance
movement. Examples include freezing elite group assets, restricting imports of luxury items,
or restricting import of military supplies.
4. Multilateral Comprehensive Sanctions – sanctions imposed by many states or international
organizations that restrict broad categories of trade meant to impact the target countrys eco-
nomic stability. Examples include restricting trade of oil, textiles, or agricultural goods.

Diplomatic Restrictions
1. Government Interactions – cancelation of visits between high-level government officials or
heads of state.
2. Embassy Withdrawls – removal of diplomats from embassies within the target state or
closing of embassies all together.
3. Exclusion – exclusion of representation of the target state’s politicians from international
organizations or multilateral meetings.

Support Withdrawl - any time external support being provided for the target state is withdrawn.
If the support is reinstated, it will be considered a new occurrence of external support. This

5This is a new addition to the codebook after comments from the ISA presentation elucidated the need to be
more explicit about when support is biased versus when it is neutral. Some data on this is already available, but
neutrality is more difficult to establish in some cases.
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variable can be coded dichotomously. However, it would also be useful to include a comment
section indicating if all or some of the support is withdrawn. For example, external actors may
remove troops on the ground for domestic political purposes, but continue to fund or verbally
support the target state.

Negative External Support for Resistance Group

Diplomatic Restrictions
1. Terrorist List – adding civil resistance group to a terrorist or “dangerous political actors”
list.
2. Financial Assistance Blockage – legislating within regional organizations against any actor
providing financial support to the civil resistance group to stop the flow of external funding.
3. Condemnation – verbal condemnation of civil resistance group in the media or international
organizations (NAVCO has a variable like this for the target state!).

Support Withdrawl - any time external support being provided for the target state is withdrawn.
If the support is reinstated, it will be considered a new occurrence of external support. This
variable can be coded dichotomously. However, it would also be useful to include a comment
section indicating if all or some of the support is withdrawn. For example, external actors may
remove troops on the ground for domestic political purposes, but continue to fund or verbally
support the target state.

Existing Datasets

Violent Events and Groups

Armed Conflict and Event Location Data (ACLED) - Raleigh, Clionadh, Andrew Linke,
Hvard Hegre and Joakim Karlsen. 2010. Introducing ACLED-Armed Conflict Location and
Event Data. Journal of Peace Research 47(5) 1-10. Includes group-level data at the group-
country-incident unit of analysis for all civil conflict events in Africa from 1997-2013. This dataset
also provides information on level of violence through fatalities, group dynamics, and various
government responses.

UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Dataset v. 2014 - Themnr, Lotta & Peter Wallensteen (2014)
Armed Conflict, 1946-2013. Journal of Peace Research 51(4). This is a conflict-year dataset with
information on armed conflict where at least one party is the government of a state in the time
period 1946-2013. While some of the conflicts included are interstate, any violent group engaged
in a civil conflict and included in the UCDP Actor Dataset is also included in this data. The issue
here is that data is collected at the year level, making it difficult to use with other events data.
However, this does keep the dataset consistent with NAVCO 2.0 for comparison with nonviolent
events/groups.
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Nonviolent Events and Groups

Social Conflict Analysis Database - Salehyan, Idean, Cullen S. Hendrix, Jesse Hamner,
Christina Case, Christopher Linebarger, Emily Stull, and Jennifer Williams. ”Social conflict
in Africa: A new database.” International Interactions 38, no. 4 (2012): 503-511. The Social
Conflict Analysis Database (SCAD) includes protests, riots, strikes, inter-communal conflict, gov-
ernment violence against civilians, and other forms of social conflict not systematically tracked in
other conflict datasets. SCAD currently includes information on social conflicts from 1990-2013,
covering all of Africa and now also Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean. One potential
issue here is that not all nonviolent groups are identified, which is a similar problem with working
with ACLED.

Nonviolent and Violent Conflict Outcomes v. 2.0 (NAVCO) - Chenoweth, Erica and
Orion Lewis. 2011. “Unpacking Nonviolent Campaigns: Introducing the NAVCO 2.0 Dataset”
Journal of Peace Research. This dataset is a campaign-country-year level dataset cataloguing
nonviolent and violent civil resistance campaigns from 1945-2006. This data does not include
information on participating groups, except at the campaign-level. However, Erica has shared her
group lists with me and I will use these as a starting point for identifying groups engaged in the
nonviolent campaigns and mixed-strategy campaigns.

Global Nonviolent Action Database, Swathmore College - This database is a collection
of narratives on all nonviolent actions, including those in violent contexts, from as early as 1800.
The database is meant to be searchable by issue, country, group, and year. While there is no
quantitative equivalent available from the database website, each narrative includes a list of known
organizations, dates, and external parties that may have provided support, along with a list of
references for that particular narrative/case.

External Support

UCDP External Support - Pettersson, Therse, 2011. ?Pillars of Strength ? External Support
to Warring Parties?, in Therse Pettersson & Lotta Themnr eds., States in Armed Conflict 2010.
This data has both a warring party centric dataset and an external actor centric dataset. In
each case the external support data available is from 1975-2010 and only includes support during
violent civil conflict. However, it is known who received the support, whether it was military or
economic, and who the external actor(s) was. One issue is that, like the other UCDP data, it is
collected at the year level rather than as an event/incident.

Managing Intrastate Low-intensity Conflict Dataset - Melander, Erik, Mller, Frida and
berg, Magnus (2009) ’Managing Intrastate Low-Intensity Armed Conflict 1993-2004: A New
Dataset’, International Interactions, 35: 1, 58 - 85. This is an event-dataset that covers all
measures taken by third parties in low-intensity intrastate dyad-years in the time period 1993-
2004. The dataset includes information on e.g. the date of each event, name of third party/-ies,
total number of third parties, type of measure, the topic of talks etc. Also from UCDP team at
Uppsala. [Haven’t explored this data yet.]

NAVCO 2.0 - also includes data on the origin of external support during violent and nonviolent
campaigns. While its not always clear which particular group the support is going to, this dataset
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does allow me to distinguish whether the support was for the target government or the civil
resistance campaign and whether it came from a foreign state, INGO, or diaspora group.

Threat and Imposition of Economic Sanctions (TIES) - Morgan, T. Clifton, Navin A.
Bapat, and Yoshiharu Kobayashi. 2013. “Threat and Imposition of Sanctions (TIES) Data 4.0
Users Manual: Case Level Data.” This dataset includes all cases of economic and diplomatic
sanction threats and impositions from 1945-2005. The coding occurs at the case-level, making the
determination of the effect of timing on potential civil conflict outcomes much more accurate.

Proposed Pilot Study

Over the course of the next quarter and the summer, my plan is to conduct a pilot study using this
codebook. There are two ways I could go about compartmentalizing the data collection so as to
make a pilot feasible. On the one hand, I can divide the cases up civil conflict up by time, starting
with the most recent events and making my way backwards. The issue with this approach would
be working with a global sample, making the cross-referencing of sources that might be useful for
more than one conflict more difficult. A second approach would be to divide the data collection
up by region. Given the quality of existing events data in Africa for the violent groups, I believe
this is the best approach moving forward.

To begin the pilot study, I will look at the nonviolent and mixed-strategy campaigns listed in
the NAVCO 2.0 dataset that took place in Africa. I will collect data at the group-event level for
these campaigns, starting with those groups listed in Erica Chenoweth’s references as well as in
the Global Nonviolent Action Database narratives. My goal will be to have Africa completed by
the end of the summer for the time period of 1945-2013. However, I will prioritize more recent
events since this is where the majority of current data on external support for violent groups can
be found. Additionally, the quality of reporting post-1990 is much higher making these events the
easiest to collect data on.

The sources I plan on using will be historical narratives, qualitative case studies, and Lexus
Nexus searches of newspaper articles on these events. In addition, I will explore records of foreign
states and INGOs for information regarding their support of particular groups during civil conflict.
While I know that finishing Africa during the summer is ambitious, the goal is to have at least
enough of the continent done to merge the nonviolent and mixed-strategy groups with ACLED
and SCAD to run some analyses on the effect o external support on shifts in strategies over time
and on conflict outcomes. This pilot will then be used to apply for funding from NSF and the
IGCC.

I will also be conducting a pre-pilot pilot by manually collecting data on Northern Ireland civil
resistance groups for a collaborative project that will also help shed some light on the feasibility
of this data collection process and some potential issues with the codebook.
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